Dean and Shelton Parish Council Internal Audit 2024/25
I have carried out an internal audit of the Accounts of the Parish Council in line with the attached schedule, and the requirements of the Audit Commission.  I have completed and signed the relevant page of the Audit Commission Annual Return.
The financial records and supporting documents provided show the Parish Council have maintained true and accurate financial records for the year 2024/25 and I confirm the exemption certificate is applicable in light of the financial transactions.  
I have also reviewed the Parish Council website and documents available through this resource.
I have the following to note:
- To note on the exemption certificate figures, one has been rounded up, one has been rounded down.
- The asset register is accurately maintained, this document to be included in minutes when reviewed/updated to show full Council approval of the document.
- During review of invoices, error spotted on contractor invoice for fencing VAT calculation, however, noticed accounted for correctly.  HMRC payment figure stated in meeting minutes overstated in August 2024 minutes, accounted for correctly.  No material impact just to be noted.
- Some payments made via direct debit or card, consider having a list of known payment across the year to authorise annually for ease going forwards to minimise retrospective authorisation.  
- As per recommendation last year, in light of the level of monies held in the bank by the Parish Council being higher than that of the precept level, taking into account the level of CIL monies held and potential general reserve levels, it would be worthwhile to minute/record somewhere the purpose of these monies setting out there allocation as they are public monies.
- As the Parish Council is accessing online banking, opening an online savings account or similar account would enable the Parish Council to earn interest on the funds held and increase income received.
If you have questions on any of the above or require clarification then please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely
Lizzie Barnicoat
MAAT, CiLCA
